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The most prominent seat of the Robbins family of England appears to have been Long Buckby. 

This town lies in the county of Northamptonshire, approximately ten miles northwest of the town 

of Northampton and has historical ties going back some 1200 years to the time of the Vikings 

when most of England came under Danelaw. Danelaw also known as Danelagh is a historical 

name given to the part of England in which the laws of the Danes were enforced and subjugated 

those of the Anglo-Saxons. The origins of the Danelaw arose following the Danish-born Viking 

expansion and became legal terms and definitions created out of the treaties between the English 

Anglo-Saxon king, Alfred the Great, and the Danish warlord, Guthrum, Written following the 

defeat of Guthrum's “Great Heathen Army” at the Battle of Ethandun in 878 the Treaty was 

formalized in 886 and set the boundaries of their kingdoms. This began peaceful relations 

between the English and Vikings, at least for a while.  The town became significant in the 11th 

century, when the Normans built town walls and a large castle under the stewardship of the 

Norman duke, Simon de Senlis. The town grew rapidly after the Normans arrived, and spread 

beyond the early fortifications. By the time of the Domesday Book, which was ordered by 

William of Normandy in the year 1085 A.D. of all property owners within England’s borders, the 

town had a population of about 1500 residents, living in some 300 houses. 

 

Records exist that list various spellings of the name for the following
i
: 

 Robin, Robinus, Robbias born about 1210 at Long Buckby, Northamptonshire, England.  

 Thomas of Oldbury [Ro-Bins], born 1279, Northamptonshire, England 

 William Robins, born 1377, at Northamptonshire, England  

 John Robins, born abt. 1400, at Northamptonshire, England  

 John Robins, born abt. 1436, at Northamptonshire, England  

 Edward Robins, born 1460, at Northamptonshire, England, married to Magaret  

 

By and large the inhabitants of Northampton supported the Roundheads of the Parliamentarian 

Party opposing King Charles I during the English Civil War. They got this nickname because 

many of them wore their hair closely cropped round the head providing an obvious difference 

between them and the men still sporting long ringlets of courtly fashion. For their stance the 

town walls and castle were later torn down on the orders of King Charles II as punishment. The 

town was destroyed by fire in both 1516 and 1675, and was eventually rebuilt as a spacious and 

well-planned town. In the 18th century Northampton became a major center of footwear and 

leather manufacture. The prosperity of the town was greatly aided by demand for footwear 

caused by the Napoleonic Wars of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  

 

Thomas Robyns, who was born about 1480, was raised at the onset of the English Renaissance, 

which followed the commencement of the Tudor Dynesty. This era is sometimes referred to as 

“the Elizabethan era” or “the age of Shakespeare” due to the cultural transformation that brought 

about a period of scientific revolution and artistic transformation. Thomas was living in 

Holdenby County, Northamptonshire by January 8, 1531 when he wrote his will.
ii
 He married 

Joan/Johanne and had children. Various factions of the family descendants dispute the number of 

children. Some claim there were only two boys, Thomas Robyns and Richard Robins, in 



Northamptonshire. Let’s call this group “A”. It is interesting to note that the records for these 

two boys show surnames spelled differently, but have been confirmed to be of the same family. 

Each of the two boys married and had children of their own.  

 

Another group, let’s call them group “B” claim records exits for the following family members: 

William Robins was living 1535; Richard Robins was born about 1508, had 2 children in 1535 

and was buried 22 June 1584 in Long Buckby; John Robins was living 1531; Joys Robins was 

born about 1512, shown to have 2 children in 1535, married Thomas Hoggies and was living in 

1535; Joan Robins was living 1531; Thomas Robins was living in 1546; Henrie Robins married 

Ales (Butlyn?), died between 8 Oct. 1569 and 2 Mar. 1570 in Holdenby, Northamptonshire, 

England; Edward Robins born about 1520, shown with one child in 1546, married Margaret and 

died between 8 Oct. and 13 Dec. 1546 in Upton, Northamptonshire, England. 

 

According to group “A” Richard Robins II, the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Palmer Robins, was 

not yet of age when his grandfather Richard Robins I wrote his will in 1582. Richard Robins II, 

Gentleman, was buried at Long Buckby on May 19, 1634. He had married Dorothy Goodman, 

daughter of Edward & Mary Rushall Goodman. Richard Robins II of Buckby died leaving a will 

dated March 1, 1633, which left bequests to his wife Dorothy and sons Obedience, Edward, John 

& Thomas Robins. Richard and Dorothy Goodman Robins were the parents of Continue, (a 

daughter), Richard III, Obedience, John, Edward, Sarah, Thomas, Dorothy, Lemuell, (a 

daughter) and Mary Robins. 

 

These boys grew up during the reign of King Charles I. They became staunch supporters of the 

crown and were known as “Cavaliers”. Religious and economic issues added to the many other 

differences between the supporters of the monarchy (Cavaliers) and the supporters of Parliament 

(Roundheads). The lines of division were roughly as 

follows: Cavalier backing came from peasants and 

nobility of Episcopalian roots while Roundhead backing 

came from the emerging middle class and tradesmen of 

the Puritanical movement. The second son of James VI 

of Scotland and Anne of Denmark, Charles was born at 

Fife in Scotland November 19, 1600. His father was the 

successor of Queen Elizabeth I and was coroneted to the 

throne as King James I in 1603. He was the King James 

who sent the Virginia Company of London to the new 

world to finally establish on May 14, 1607 James Fort as 

the first English settlement in what is now the United 

States. He is also the King James who had the Holy 

Bible translated to English and rewritten to the version 

still read and followed by many today. Charles’ 

advancement of his father’s failed policies and his 

wife’s Catholic friends divided the realm. Soon civil war 

broke out in England. The Roundheads, with deeper 

pockets and more population from which to draw were 

predestined to win from the start. (Image: King James I 

by Paulus van Somer c. 1577 – 1621
iii

) 



At the forefront of those opposing the crown was Oliver Cromwell. Cromwell was a mid-gentry 

yeoman farmer toiling in his own fields for the first forty-five years of his life. He and his 

brother Henry kept a small holding of chickens and sheep and sold eggs and wool as a means of 

support. He elevated his lifestyle following an inheritance from his uncle but he made little 

impression of court when he became the Member of Parliament for Huntingdon in the Parliament 

of 1628–1629, making only a single 

speech. Shortly after Cromwell’s 

membership Charles I suspended 

Parliament and ruled without it.
iv
 In 

the 1630s Cromwell experienced a 

religious epiphany and became 

convinced that he would be guided to 

carry out God’s purpose. He began to 

make his name as a radical Puritan 

when, in 1640, he was elected to 

represent Cambridge, first in the Short 

Parliament and then in the Long 

Parliament. He began to assemble 

soldiers, calling them his “New Model 

Army”. Oliver Cromwell and his New 

Model Army soundly routed the 

Cavaliers at Naseby in 1645. (Image: 

Battle of Naseby
v
)  Scarcely a year later Charles surrendered to Scottish forces which turned the 

king over to Parliament. In 1648, Charles was put on trial for treason; the tribunal, by a vote of 

68 to 67, found the king guilty and ordered his execution in 1649. 

 

By 1628, about the time Cromwell became a Member of Parliament, Obedience Robins of Long 

Buckby, Northamptonshire, England, the son of Richard Robins II, was in America as one of the 

Colonies’ earliest settlers. 
vi
 Over time he transported many men and their families to the 

Colonies, both as settlers and as indentured servants. His life is well documented in the annals of 

historic records. According to one reference document: “On 15 July 1647 Richard Robins of 

“Longbuckbye” in the County of Northampton gave Power of Attorney to his “welbeloved 

Sister-in-Law Jane Puddington, wife of George Puddington, inhabiting in Virginia.” He stated 

that there were debts due to him from the estate of his brother, Edward Robins, and that another 

of his brothers, Obedience Robins inhabiting in Virginia had possessed himself of a great 

quantity of the estate.  Richard made Jane his attorney to demand of Obedience and to take him 

to any Court of Law for the money due to him.” 

 

Colonel Obedience Robins, who was born in 1600 and died in 1662, was the most published sire 

of the Robins name. He is reputed as being the cousin of Thomas Savage, the lad who at thirteen 

years old arrived in the colony in January 1608 as a cabin boy with Captain Christopher 

Newport. They were bringing critical supplies to Jamestown eight months after its creation. The 

next month Savage traveled with Captain Newport to powwow with Chief Powhatan and discuss 

their mutual existence in this land following the capture and subsequent release of Captain 

Smith. By the second day of their visit Newport, calling him his “son”, gave Savage to the chief, 

and in return received an Indian named Namontacke, said by Powhatan to be his trusty servant. 



This was to be an opportunity for Thomas Savage to learn the local Indian language and in time 

to become the colony’s chief interpreter. After living with the Indians for many years and 

becoming a close friend to the chief and to his daughter Pocahontas, Savage became the first 

white settler on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.  

 

The Honorable Colonel Obedience Robins became one of the most influential citizens of his 

time, representing Accomack County, Virginia in the Assembly during the years 1629, 1630, 

1639 and 1642. He was three times a Justice of the Court and owner of 2,000 acres on Cheriton 

Creek. In 1642 he was instrumental in having the name of Accomack County changed to 

Northampton, some say to honor his homeland as well as the Earl of Northampton who fell in 

battle defending the king of England, Ireland and Scotland, Charles I.
vii

 It is maintained that 

Obedience Robins was considered a Cavalier, those loyal to King Charles I, as were most of 

those who settled the Colony of Virginia.  

 

Obedience is said to have had at least 2 sons, whose names were John and Obedience. His son 

John had 5 sons who continued the family name. They were Obedience, John, Edward, Littleton 

and Thomas. All were born in Northampton County, Virginia. Even to the degree of which this 

family has been documented over the years, there are gaps and controversies in each of the 

family branches that I have looked into. At this time I cannot say that our family has a direct 

lineage to Obedience Robins, although it is highly likely there are relations. 

 

If we go back to England and group “B” we follow a much different course to America. 

According to them The Long Buckby parish register (Greenall op. cit.) lists the marriage of 

Thomas Robbens and Elizabeth Pamer in 1563 (This group claims that Elizabeth’s surname is 

not clear and may actually be Parks or Parker). Six children of Thomas are named in the will of 

their grandfather, Richard Robins, written 20 October 1584. The parish register lists the baptism 

of Henry, son of Thomas Robbens and ux in December l584, and the burial of Henry on 7 

December 1584. “Samwell” son of Thomas Robbens and ux was baptized 20 June 1587. Thomas 

Robbens was buried 8 August 1606.  

 

They follow the son of Thomas and Elizabeth named John who was born 1578 in Long Buckby. 

John died at sea in 1622 while immigrating to America. The name of his wife was not known but 

he had a son, also named John that was born 1595 in Long Buckby before they embarked for the 

Colonies. John died November 1655 in Gloucester Co., Virginia. He was married to Dorothy 

Alice (MNU - Maiden Name Unknown). Dorothy was born about 1595 in England. John and 

Alice had a son named Thomas C. Robbins who was born 1621 in Virginia. 

 

Mary Hansford who was born about 1645 in York, Virginia and together had a child in 1660 they 

named Thomas. When Thomas grew up he married Isabella Bailey. She was born about 1643 in 

Westmoreland Co., Virginia and before Thomas died 5 Aug. 1725 in Yorktown, Westmoreland 

County gave him a son born in 1695 in Westmoreland County that also had the name of Thomas. 

 

This Thomas Robins grew to marry Sarah Maddox and together produced eight children one of 

which was born in 1698 in Westmoreland County and named John. John and his wife Elizabeth 

moved to Gloucester County Virginia where she gave him a son named John about 1720. John 

Jr. married to Margaret Strother in 1743.  



 

The First American census, taken in 1784 for Ware Parish, Gloucester County shows John 

Robbins, 4 persons, 1 dwelling and 4 outbuildings. He can be found in recorded of land deeds in 

Orange County, Virginia in 1760. All of his sons were born before that date. Group "B" assumes 

this to be the same family. The family relocated from Orange County to Surry County North 

Carolina about 1775. Land records for Mulberry Creek, 1777 indicate he owned two plantations 

including the home place of about 396 acres, and the adjoining smaller plantation that was about 

140 acres. It was located in Capt. Herndon’s District. 

 

John and Margaret had at least eight children whose names were:  

 William Robins, born about 1745 in Orange County, Virginia, died about 1774 in 
Orange. He was married about 1766 to Ann Foster (She was born c. 1744, died 14 June 

1833.) 
 

 Capt. Thomas Robins, who was born about 1748 in Orange County, Virginia, died before 
1824 in Coffey County, Tennessee. He was married on the 24 December 1775 to Mary 

Foster. Mary was born about 1747 and died 4 December 1807 in Wilkes County, North 

Carolina. 
 

 John Robins was born about 1750 in Orange County, Virginia and died in Franklin 
County, Tennessee. He married Elizabeth Dogan sometime about 1771 in Orange. 

 

 Reuben Robins, born between 1750 & 1755 in Orange, died during 1833 while in Wilkes 

County, North Carolina. He was married on the 29 April 1782 in Wilkes County to Jane 

Turner, born c. 1760-70, died sometime between 1850-60. 
 

 A daughter named Mary Robins came along about 1760 in Orange. Before she died in 
Wilkes County, North Carolina she married Joseph Roberts about 1781. 

 

 Ann Robins was also born in Orange County, Virginia. She married James Sartin around 
1786. 

 

 Her sister Lucy Robins entered the family between 1755 and 60. They were still in 
Orange County, Virginia. Lucy died before 1787 after moving to Wilkes County., North 

Carolina. She married (Benjamin) Brown  
 

 The last known child was a daughter named Sarah Robins. Sarah married Colby Rucker 

about 1786. 
 

This group continues to follow this family line through the son named Reuben and can trace 

them through North Carolina and Tennessee. They have an illustrious memorial with good 

records from those eras. It is possible that my lineage intertwines with this branch of the family 

tree more than others. More work is needed and more Robbins DNA entries. This group has 

included themselves in the Robbins DNA Project and have had good success proving to the John 

Robbins discussed above who was born 1698 in Westmoreland County, Virginia and married to 

Elizabeth. They claim they have verified common ancestry by Y-DNA Test 100%. 
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